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EritrEan opposition organizations  
takE initial stEps for unifiEd action 

 

                      
ENCDC; EPDP; UEJ; UDC, and ENF (no emblem inserted).  

 
Following the 15 October message of five Eritrean organizations written in protest to the Ethio-
pian Prime Minister’s language of degradation to Eritrean sovereignty and appeasement with the 
Eritrean dictator (see Liberty issue No. 59), join work in the Eritrean opposition camp showed a 
promising start.  
On 7 December, three political organizations held a joint public meeting in Uppsala, Sweden.  
On 13 December and 17 December, they wrote joint statements on the situation of refugees in 
the Sudan and Israel. Another joint statement was issued in solidarity with the hardworking Eri-
trean journalist, Amanuel Eyasu of Assenna Foundation, who was assailed by regime thugs in 
London.  
The organizations involved in the joint actions so far taken included the Eritrean National Council 
for Democratic (ENCDC), which is a coalition of 18 entities; the Eritrean National Front (ENF), 
composed of four organizations; the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP); Eritreans 
United for Justice (UEJ), and the Unity for Democratic Change (UDC). The readings below show 
this healthy start for join work in the fragmented Eritrean political opposition camp.  
(Continued on p. 8). 
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  Epdp chair mEssagE: 
dictatorship in EritrEa   

must End within 2020 
 

In a strong and well-phrased New Year message widely distributed through the media, Mr. Tesfai 
Woldemichael (Degiga), Chairman of the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP), urged Eritre-
ans of all walks of life to receive the New Year 2020 with renewed determination, steadfastness 
and hope to put an end to their prolonged suffering under a brutal 
dictatorship.  

All friends of Eritrea were also asked to give a helping hand in 
this common task against tyranny and boundless injustice.  

The Eritrean opposition leader meticulously  lists all the chal-
lenges faced by Eritreans at home and abroad as well as the op-
portunities they seized during the past 12 months and called for a 
crucial and final campaign to end within 2020 the undeserved 
shame and disgrace the proud Eritrean Nation suffered under 
one-man rule for so long.   

The EPDP Chairman reminded that Eritreans have only one en-
emy – the one-man dictatorship – and that their misery and ongo-
ing humiliation as a people will end only when they put an end to 
a regime that betrayed all what they stood for in their glorious struggle for statehood and freedom.  

In his message that was both a review of 2019 and resolutions for 2020, Mr. Tesfai W. Degiga sa-
luted all compatriots who continue to languish in their prison cells during 2019, paid farewell to 
those who could not make it to 2020, and urged the rest of the Nation to never miss upcoming rare 
opportunities to make final victory happen.   

In a tone that could remind one of  Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech of the past cen-
tury, the Eritrean opposition figure also enthused hope in his listeners:- 

  To see in 2020 remaining regime supporters abandoning it and joining the ranks 
of justice seekers;  

  To see veterans of the freedom struggle reconciling amongst themselves and 
creating a solid national bloc to defeat the homegrown enemy; and 

  To see the global Yiakil/Enough-is-Enough Movement ,that unified Eritrean 
voices for democratic change and frightened the dictatorship during 2019, con-
summating within 2020 the delayed triumph of the national spirit and dream.  
(More on  p. 4) 
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Other salient points to be noted in the EPDP Chairman’s New Year Message include the 
following assertions and commendations: 

  While wishing better future to neighboring peoples of Ethiopia and the Sudan, the 
message regretted the undeserved sympathies and appeasement offered  to the 
Eritrean dictator whose barefaced language of betrayal to Eritrean sovereignty is 
there for everyone to see. 

 
  The message called on Eritreans to deny the evil regime in Asmara any ground to 

divide us on social factors like age, gender, region or religion – while, in reality, 
these are factors for our  partnership, not division. 

 
  The EPDP Chairman underlined the importance of four joint statements issued by 

all existing Eritrean political organizations 
and believed these were the immediate 
forerunners of the joint work expected from 
them within 2020. The joint letters were 
related to the wrongly started Ethio-
Eritrean relations; the worrisome situations 
of refugees in the Sudan and in Israel as 
well as on the physical attack on Eritrean 
media person by regime agents in UK.  

 
 The message highly commended initia-

tors and freedom fighters  who realized several research works, study seminars and 
conferences during the past year, e.g. the Minnesota conference and the Mothers’ 
initiative, and confirmed they were part of the hopeful future ahead of Eritrea and its 
people.  

 
 The Assenna and Erisat television broadcasts were mentioned to be top among the 

leading media outlets reaching the muzzled people in Eritrea.  
 
 The EPDP New Year message from its Chairman’s Office did also congratulated 

the total rank and file of the  party for an exemplary Unity Congress jointly held last 
summer with a solid sister or-
ganization, ENS-Hidri,  and 
asked every party member to 
continue their indefatigable 
struggle to realize this lifelong 
dream of generations of Eritreans for a truly democratic and 
prosperous state.   
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Epdp dElEgations attEnd pa & spd 
convEntions in swEdEn and gErmany 

Once more during the months of November and December of 2019, delegations of the Eritrean 
People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) actively participated at two international conventions held in 
Stockholm and Berlin of by the Progressive Alliance (PA) and the German SPD, respectively. Re-
portages on both major events of the season are narrated below.  

 
Eritrea Represented at PA Convention in Stockholm: 
For the sixth time in six years since it co-founded the Progressive Alliance of over 100 social de-
mocratic and labour parties of the globe, the EPDP was again represented by a two-person dele-
gation at the Stockholm Convention of the alliance held between 15-16 November this year. The 
EPDP delegates. Mr. Menghisteab Asmerom, 
Head of Organizational Office, and Dr. Hab-
temichael Teklebrhan, Head of Finance Af-
fairs Office, had the opportunity of taking part 
in all events of the convention. 

The EPDP delegation also distributed written 
material that demonstrated the current abys-
mal condition in Eritrea. The material ex-
plained, inter alia, the sham peace accord 
signed between the Eritrean and Ethiopian 
leaders that failed to bring any change to Eri-
trea and its' people on one side and it ex-
posed the flagrant human rights deprivation 
perpetrated by the regime in Eritrea on the 
other. It further elaborated that today's Eritrea like yesterday is without constitution and rule of 
law, a country characterized by absence of freedoms of press, expression, association and or-
ganization where fellow Eritreans are hunted down on the basis of their religious and political be-

liefs; where existence of 
contesting parties is denied, 
religious properties and es-
tablishments are confis-
cated and Eritrean refugees 
victimized in the hands of 
human traffickers.  

On top of that, the EPDP 
delegation participated in 
discussions and adaption of 
political resolutions and 
practical programs, electing 
board members and various 
issues regarding the Pro-
gressive Alliance and its ac-
tivities all over the world. 
Based on the constitution of 

the Progressive Alliance that states one vote for one party, the EPDP participated in electing 
board members, ratifying drafts and work programs as well.  
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 EPDP Delegation  at  SPD Congress in Berlin 
A two-person delegation of the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) took part in fraternal 
SPD’s  important congress held between 6 and 8 December 2019 in Berlin at which this oldest Ger-

man social democratic party confirmed the election of 
its leadership headed by two persons, Mr. Norbert 
Walter-Borjans and Mrs. Saskia Esken. The SPD co-
chairpersons have been chosen in a preceding survey 
vote by party members.  

The SPD congress also discussed and adopted pro-
grammatic agenda for the future that included new 
resolutions on social matters, the climate crisis and for-
eign and security policies. 

 
The EPDP delegation consisted of Dr. Aklilu Ghirmai, Central Council member currently heading 
the Administration of the Chairman Office, and Mr. Tzehaie Kubrom, senior party cadre responsible 
for EPDP relations in Germany. The delegation managed to hold important side-talks with a good 
number of SPD congress delegates as well as with invited guests representing sister parties. 
 
The EPDP delegation also handed 
over messages to the SPD leadership 
and the newly elected Coordinator of 
the Progressive who is also a senior 
SPD figure. 
 

The EPDP Chairman, Mr. Tesfai 
Woldemichale (Degiga) In his mes-
sage addressed to the then Acting 
Chairwoman, Ms Malu Dreyer, 
warmly saluted the entire SPD rank 
and file and wished their “worthy party 
a resounding success at its current 
congress.”  

The also message briefly highlighted the never improving political and human rights situation in Eri-
trea and looked forward for closer discussion on the matter with the new SPD leadership.    

The other EPDP message carried by the delegation was from the party’s head of Foreign Rela-
tions, Mr. Berhane Debessu, to Mr. Conny Reuter, the newly Coordinator of the Progressive Alli-
ance. Mr. Berhane Debessu  congratulated the senior SPD official for his new post and confirmed 
to him that the EPDP, a party in exile, will continue representing Eritrea at many future conventions 
of the Progressive Alliance of which it was one of the founding member of the Alliance together with 
the SPD at Leipzig, Germany, in 2013.  
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EU Commission PrEsidEnt  
rEmindEd of thE still  

Bad sitUation in EritrEa  
 

In a memorandum dated 23 December 2019, the Chairman of the Eritrean People’s Democratic 
Party (EPDP), Mr. Tesfai Woldemichael (Degiga), reminded the European Union (EU) that it has an 
“unfinished work” to be done in Eritrea.”    
 

The EPDP Chairman congratulated Ms 
Ursula von der Leyen of Germany for 
her election as the new EU Commission 
President, and wished her a successful 
New Year  during which “Eritrea will be 
in a renewed agenda of the EU.” 

The message, also copied to Ms Fede-
rica Mogherini, the EU Commission Vice 
President and High Representative for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, ap-
preciated some of the past efforts of the 
EU towards Eritreans and their country 
but  that “nothing has changed in Eritrea 
for several decades of EU’s engage-
ment”  with that repressive regime. 
 
 The EPDP Chairman also drew the at-
tention of EU and its member states that 

Eritreans are disturbed to yet again learn that “more funds enabling 
the dictatorship in Eritrea are still on their way from the EU” and re-
gretted to read news about  the pledges made early this month to the Eritrean dictator by  EU Am-
bassador to the Eritrean capital of Asmara, Mr. Gabor Iklody.  
 
The memorandum further expressed deep concerns about the ongoing “appeasement” with an in-
corrigible regime like the one in Eritrea which long ago proved to be “an unlikely partner for peace, 
security and development.”  
 
The EPDP message also highlighted the lawlessness in Eritrea, the long ongoing suffering of its 
people and urged the EU to stop further supporting repression in the country  
 
It concluded with these words: “We Eritrean non-state actors struggling for democratic change in 
our country still hope that the EU can help for positive change in Eritrea by exerting pressure on the 
regime” and by taking action for the “implementation of decisions and recommendations of the UN 
Human Rights Commission and the UN Human Rights Rapporteur for Eritrea who has not been al-
lowed to visit Eritrea for the past seven years.”  
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Joint Public Meeting Held in Uppsala, Sweden  
(Contnd. from p. 2) 
On 7 December 2019, a wide assemblage of Eritrean political organizations held a so far rare joint public 
meeting in Uppsala, Sweden, bringing together the  coalition of 18 organizations in the Eritrean National 
Council for Democratic Change (ENCDC);  the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) and  Unity of 
Eritreans for Justice (UEJ).  
 
According to a statement released to the media on 16 December by the Eritrean Association for Democracy 
and Human Rights (EADHR), the public meeting was opened by welcoming remarks of Dr. Tedros 

Amanuel, the chairman of organizing civic association. Dr. 
Tedros highlighted the significance of joint work by prioritizing 
the agenda for the struggle. He said the invited organizations 
were among those Eritrean organizations which recently sent a 
joint protest letter to the Ethiopian Prime Minister on burning 
Eritrean issues. Dr. Tedros expected speakers at the panel to 
explain the reasons behind such joint message and their future 
plans to work together. 
The speakers were Mr. Negash Osman, chairman of the 
ENCDC; Mr. Menghesteab Asmerom, head of EPDP Organiza-
tional Office, and Mr. Awet Abraha, chairman of the UEJ Branch 
in Sweden. Each of the three panelists spoke in turn to explain 

as to why the joint message was addressed to the Ethiopian leader. Their addresses were summarized in 
the EADHR press release as follows:  

 That the peace accord between Eritrea and Ethiopia is not yet made clear to the peoples of the 
two countries; 

 That the failure so far to implement the pledge of unconditionally accepting the Algiers’ Agree-
ment and the ruling of the Boundary Commission,  and the disturbing statements on the contrary 
by both leaders that the border issue is none of their priority;  

 The Ethiopian leader’s speech at opening the ‘Unity Park’ in Addis Ababa claiming, in front of 
seven African heads of state,  that he was speaking on behalf of both Eritrea and Ethiopia and 
unabashedly congratulating his people that the relations between the two countries are raised to 
the level of mandating him to speak on behalf of both; 

 The Ethiopian leader’s claim that his “Med’demer” philosophy was aimed at bringing back “those” 
that broke-away from Ethiopia;  

 The concerns raised earlier among Eritreans by Isaias Afeworki’s uncharacteristic and misplaced 
gestures of “love and affinity”  in front of Ethiopian audiences, and his utterances claiming that Eri-
trea “lost nothing”; that those who consider Eritreans and Ethiopians as two separate peoples are 
ignorant of history etc. 

The representatives of ENCDC, EPDP and UEJ also agreed on their viewpoints about what is to be done in 
the near future. These views can also be summarized as follows:  

 The three organizations are determined to priority and unify their efforts in the task of removing 
the dictatorial regime, and as of now working hand in clove to study and work out the processes in 
the equally important tasks in the transition from dictatorship to democratic governance.  

 Underlined the importance of identifying common areas of work for political and civil society or-
ganizations. 

 The three organizations also expressed their belief that those with similar viewpoints to merge, 
and those with big differences to come to join work under working coalitions.   
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 They highlighted the need of joint work in the spheres of diplomacy, public awakening and mass media. 

 Likewise, the three speakers pledged to never dwell on past experiences but only use them as lessons 
well learned.   

The presentations were followed by lively discussion and Q & A session before the meeting heard clos-
ing remarks by the EADHR Chair, Dr. Tedros Amanuel, who thanked the panelists and the audience.  

Joint Message addressed to the Sudan and UNHCR 
Excellencies at the Sudan Commission for Refugees (COR) and UNHCR, Sudan Office, 
It is to be recalled that on 30 October 2019, a symposium was organized in Khartoum attended by rep-
resentatives of the Sudanese Ministry of Labor as well as one representative from each of the caseloads 
of refugees in the Sudan from Eritrea, S. Sudan, Ethiopia, the Congo, Yemen and Syria.  
At the said symposium, the Sudanese authorities and the local UNHCR Office have reached the agree-
ment that refugees in the Sudan can be allowed training and work opportunities like Sudanese citizens, 
except in security and military spheres.  
 
Sadly, this accord was not formally conveyed to the concerned refugees in a manner that they can un-
derstand nor did the concerned authorities initiate the pledged training opportunities. Instead, refugees 
are this month being rounded up from their homes, workplaces and from the streets and taken to prison. 
Their incarcerators claim that the refugees, including those who held residence permits as of 2000 from 
the Immigration Ministry, have no work permits. To add insult to injury, the Sudanese “law enforcers” are 
asking the detained refugees to buy their freedom by paying between 50,000 and 100,000 Sudanese 
pounds.  
We the undersigned Eritrean political and civic forces demand immediate action on the following: 

 The Sudanese authorities to stop the unjust action taken and being taken against Eritrean and 
other refugees in the host country; 

 To let the refugees taken from workplaces to safely return to their jobs; 
 To release without pre-conditions all detained refugees and respect the right of those refugees 

already holding residence permits to stay in the Sudan as refugees; 
 To provide training courses to refugees as pledged, and to pay back the money taken from refu-

gees who were asked to pay up to 100,000 pounds for their release from prison. 
Likewise, we urge the UNHCR to follow up the implementation of the agreement reached with the Suda-
nese authorities and the COR at the symposium of 30 October 2019 and protect the rights of victimized 
Eritrean refugees. 
No one can ignore or forget the historic warm welcome and support of the Sudanese people to Eritrean 
refugees, and we still call with strong hope the Sudanese Government to pursue fraternal relations that 
can strengthen existing bonds between our peoples. There is no doubt that Eritreans still take the Sudan 
as their second home.     Respectfully yours, (ENCDC; EPDP; UEJ),UDC and ENF).  

Joint Statement on the Condition of Eritreans in Israel 

The bloodshed that has been going on among Eritrean brothers living in Israel for several years has 
been shocking and saddening to every Eritrean.  This escalating bloodshed is brutal and barbarous 
activity which is devoid of Eritrean culture and ethics that no human should ever encounter. Such kind 
of inhuman action, no matter who does it or upon whom it is inflicted, must be condemned. 

Based on this, we, the undersigned Eritrean pollical forces and associations indubitably denounce the 
barbaric action that has been taking place in Israel. We therefore urge that the culprits be brought to 
justice. We would also like to remind the Israeli government to seriously behold the safety of Eritrean 
refugees under its tutelage and put an end to the repeated crimes once and for all.  

Many Eritrean brothers have lost their lives and many others faced physical disability due to these de-
rogatory activities that occurred in various places at different times. At this juncture, we pray that the 
deceased rest in peace; we condole their families and wish recovery to those who suffered the lesion 
and wound on account of the incident.  
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The PFDJ regime is the sole beneficiary of the bloodshed that occurred among brothers. The regime 
is working day and night to obscure our future as people and country by creating confrontation among 
Eritreans and by submerging Eritrean brothers and sisters into an endless bloodshed. We Eritreans 
must discern the regime’s wicked aim, stand in unison and understand that it is our responsibility to 
choose the path that will enable us to live in peace and unity in our country. A system of governance 
comes and goes but people are eternal. 

Our people need to be aware of the irresponsible and wicked attempts of various media outlets to dis-
seminate misguided information about this malicious incident in order to create division among the 
Eritrean people. Eritrea belongs to all of us and we all belong to Eritrea. 

Once again, we denounce the barbarous action and urge everyone to immediately stop the confronta-
tion among nationals of same country and see to it that such a cruel incident that is devoid of the Eri-
trean culture and ethics does not repeat itself. We support concerned Eritrean brothers and sisters 
who have taken the initiative to solve the current problem through reconciliation and at the same time 
appeal that all Eritreans discharge their due responsibility. 

Victory to the Eritrean People! 
 
Eritrean National Council for democratic change (ENCDC) 
Eritrean People’s Democratic Party (EPDP) 
United Eritreans For Justice (UEJ) 
Unity for Democratic Change (UDC) 
 

EritrEa rEprEsEntEd by Epdp  
at global symposium in swEdEn 

 
An international two-day symposium held between 30 November and 1 December 2019 in Gothen-
burg, Sweden, discussed the condition of vulnerable persons from Eritrea, Thailand, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.   

Organized by interna-
tional associations for 
higher public schools and 
interested bodies in 
Europe and Asia, the 
symposium discussed the 
disappearance of children 
in Europe, the migration 
of under-age children, 
forced labour, human 
trafficking and the illegal 
sale of human organs.  

Senior EPDP cadres Zehaie Keleta and Baire Gebreweld took an active role in presenting the over-
all sad political, social, human rights and economic situation in Eritrea.  

Mr. Zehaie Keleta was given the opportunity to make exhaustive presentations on all the topics on 
Eritrea during both two days of the symposium. 

 

 




